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Meeting of the CEI Working Group on Agriculture

Rome, 22 May 2006

	ANnotated Agenda

(Draft as of 8 May 2006)


Agenda item 1.
Opening of the meeting: adoption of the agenda.

Agenda item 2.
Welcome speeches by Ambassador Eugenio Campo, CEI-ES Alternate Director General, and by the CEI WG Chairpersons: Prof. Janina Sawicka and Mr Sali Metani.
Agenda item 3.
Activities of the Albanian Presidency 2006 in the area of agriculture: Conference of the CEI Ministers of Agriculture, Tirana, October 2006.

The Albanian Member of the WG is kindly requested to provide information on the organisation of the Ministerial Meeting, focusing in particular on the date and venue, status of the invitations, tentative agenda and on the actions required by the WG members.

Agenda item 4. 
Discussion on the future CEI activities in the field of agriculture in view of the elaboration of the CEI Plan of Action 2007-2009.

In view of the elaboration of a new CEI Plan of Action for 2007-2009, the Chairpersons and the Members of the WG on Agriculture are requested to propose priority areas to be included in the new Plan of Action. The PoA is to be approved by the CEI Heads of Government at the Summit in Tirana in November 2006.


Documentation:
· CEI Plan Of Action 2004-2006 (agriculture: page. 3) – Ref. no. 502.002-03

· PoA Implementation Report 2005 (agriculture pages 1-3) – Ref. no. 502.001-05
· Conference on CEI Cooperation: report from Cluster 1 on Economic Development – Ref. no. 203.026-05)

Agenda item 5. 
Presentation of projects to be submitted for CEI co-financing under the Cooperation Activities and the Know-how Exchange Programme:
· “CEI Consultation on the European Technology Platform Food for Life: Optimising regional benefit”, submitted by Slovakia

· “Building Effective Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Quality Control System in Moldova”, submitted by Slovakia
· “Conference on Sustainable Development of Rural Area – eligibility of candidate countries for EU funds”, submitted by Croatia
· “From the farm to the fork – issues of chain of marketing”, submitted by Albania
· “Food safety training for increased competitiveness of SME in CEI Member States”, submitted by Slovenia
· other projects (if any)
Agenda item 6.
The EU’s new Research Framework Programme 2007-2013 to support R&D and innovations: focus on biotechnologies, agriculture and food quality, Mr François Constantin, Project Officer, DG Research, European Commission.
Agenda item 7.
Presentation of selected new FAO’s projects and programmes in the CEI region:
· “FAO Framework in the Balkans – Experience with the Food Chain Approach”, Mr Raimund Jehle, Policy Officer, FAO Regional Office for Europe (REU)
REU is responsible for the identification of priority areas and coordination of the work of FAO in Europe and Central Asia. Its technical officers provide policy assistance, support to agriculture development and research in the Region and ensure close linkages of the member countries with the HQ technical divisions. The Policy Assistance Branch provides Policy Advise and facilitates Field Programme Development in the Region. The presentation will a) outline the FAO Support Framework for the Balkan Countries in the medium term and its main emphasis in relation to EU-Integration and b) give examples of food chain approach projects in the region.
· “FAO’s activities in Agricultural marketing, management and finance in CEI countries- spearheading commercialisation and productivity enhancement”, Mr Edward Seidler, Senior Officer, FAO Agricultural Management, Marketing and Finance Service (AGSF).
The presentation will briefly review FAO’s  support service ( management, marketing and finance) activities in the CEI countries highlighting  the experience of three FAO projects to support the creation of enhanced farmer – market linkages through i) supporting value chains, ii) promoting contract farming/marketing and iii) supporting new wholesale markets.
Agenda item 8.
Any other business
	Programme


Monday, 22 May  

09.30 – 11.00 
First session
11.00 – 11.30
Coffee break offered by the FAO
11.30 – 13.00 
Second session
13.00 – 15.00 
Lunch offered by the CEI-ES
15.00 – 16.30
Third session

	CONFIRMATIONS and Logistics


The venue of the meeting will be FAO Headquarters:
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy
Meeting Room: Mexico Room D 211
The official language of the meeting will be English. Power Point presentation equipment will be available in the meeting’s room.
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